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To the Editor:
[bookmark: _Hlk527061356]When one of America’s premier newspapers prints a signed article that opens unashamedly with “I am about to kill my mother,” you know something has changed profoundly in this country. The movement to allow physician-assisted suicide and eventually euthanasia relies on tragic stories of patients at the end of life whose suffering can only, it is alleged, be alleviated by killing them. Repeatedly, advocates for physician-assisted suicide use worst-case anecdotal scenarios to argue for public policy changes of profound and lasting harm to the ethical fabric of our society.
Once we become comfortable with the intentional taking of a life, whether by a patient, a physician or a family member, we will have crossed a dangerous threshold that will inevitably lead to killing patients even without their consent for ostensibly acceptable reasons. The results of this approach are already visible in certain countries in Western Europe where infants and adults with allegedly intractable suffering due to physical and psychiatric illnesses are being killed in the name of compassion.
And as our $3.4 trillion national medical bill continues to rise, the economic advantages of killing rather than treating our dying citizens will be a seductive addendum to other arguments in favor of physician-assisted suicide.
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